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2011-2012 SOCCO Membership Packet
Families supporting families

who are pursuing independent home education

with a Biblical worldview.

All your children shall be taught by the LORD and great shall be the peace of your children.        

Isaiah 54:13

A member of the CHEA support group network 

Review entire packet and return required forms to the address provided on the membership form.

What is SOCCO?

SOCCO is a support group for Christian families located in South Orange County, California who are educating their children at home with a Biblical worldview independent of public programs.
What is SOCCO’s purpose?

We exist to provide a place where these families can support one another in their homeschool journeys from preschool through senior high school.  We strive to...

· "Walk in a manner worthy of the LORD, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God." Colossians 1:10

· Disciple our children through home education as they grow in capability and stature
· Support one another in raising children who are spiritually rooted, socially adept, and academically excellent
We encourage each other as we do this without the use of government funding, ISP’s, charter school programs or full-time enrollment in private schools.
What are the benefits of membership?

· Access to the private, members-only website for scheduled activities, local happenings, resources, questions, and anything helpful to members while honoring our Lord Jesus Christ.

· Member-led activities & services (such as: field trips, in-home classes, holiday celebrations, community service, park dates, mom’s meetings)

· Discount to HSLDA membership
What do I need to know about being a member of SOCCO?

The following pages will help you to understand SOCCO’s guidelines and ideas about faith, home education and interacting in our group.  Please read the next few pages carefully as you consider joining SOCCO.
SOCCO Statement of Faith

~We believe in one God as having eternally existed in three persons: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

~We believe in the deity of our Lord, Jesus Christ, being fully God and fully man, His virgin birth, His sinless life, His miracles, His vicarious and atoning death through His shed blood, His bodily resurrection, His ascension and His personal return in power and glory, and the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.

~We believe that salvation is offered as a free gift, by personal faith in the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ alone, and not by works of man. (Eph. 2:8-9)  

~We believe that all men are sinners and are in desperate need of God’s saving grace through Jesus Christ. (Rom. 3:23, 6:23)

~We believe the 66 books of the Bible are the written Word of God, divinely inspired and inerrant throughout.  Its assertions are factually true.  That all scripture is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (1Tim. 3:16-17).

~We believe the Bible is the supreme authority, not only in all matters of faith and conduct, but in everything it teaches.  Its authority is not limited to spiritual, religious or redemptive themes but includes its assertions in fields such as history and science.

SOCCO Pronouncements On Independent Home Education for Christians
Children are a gift from the Lord (Psalm 127:3) and as such, parents have the authority and responsibility to discipline, nurture, train, and educate their own children, not only spiritually but also academically and socially. (Duet 11:19, Prov. 22:6).  Home education provides a Biblical institution for teaching children, with parents as the main teachers.   Specifically, because independent (or private) home education falls under the same laws as a private school in the state of California, it allows families the freedom to teach from a Biblical worldview, using Christian curriculum and discipleship. Home education from a Biblical worldview can be accomplished through the blessings and provision of the Lord, by Christian families seeking to glorify Him.

Government funded programs for home educators (i.e. charter, CHEP and government ISP’s) fall under the same laws as public schools.  Families who home educate under the control of the government, by law, cannot teach Christian doctrine as part of their home school, directly or indirectly, according to the California State Constitution, Article 9, Section 8.Families using government programs are receiving various types of support from the state for their children’s education.  SOCCO’s private website, and the fellowship we enjoy, exists to provide a place where Christian families independent of government programs can support one another with their God-given resources. 
SOCCO is a Member in Good Standing with CHEA & HSLDA. SOCCO support group is a member of the Christian Home Educator’s Association of California (CHEA) support group network, and a discount group of the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA).  Following the mission and recommendations of both CHEA and HSLDA, SOCCO does not accept families who are currently using any government education programs.
Guidelines for Group Activities & Field Trips

Parents are responsible for their children at all SOCCO sponsored events and are expected to keep their children in sight at all times.

Parents are responsible for supervising and correcting their children’s behavior and for their child’s safety upon arrival and for the duration of the event.  Appropriate behavior and conservative, modest dress are required and expected.

SOCCO sponsored events (including field trips and group activities) are ones that are reserved exclusively for its members.  The behavior and safety of any guest who accompanies a SOCCO member are the sole responsibility of that member.

Any event, activity, or field trip posted by a SOCCO member that is open to non-members is the liability of the person coordinating, posting, and/or hosting it.

All equipment (i.e. playground, tables, etc) should be used properly and all litter should be properly disposed of before leaving the facility.

Members who have agreed to and signed the application are allowed to teach, lead, coordinate, or host a SOCCO sponsored event, class, or group activity.  Students of SOCCO parents and other extended family members are also allowed to teach or lead an activity, under the direct supervision & liability of their SOCCO family member who signed the application.

All field trip and event reservations will be filled on a first-pay, first space available basis.  Payment is due on or before the designated deadline and secures the reservation.  Members are not allowed to just show up at an event that requires an RSVP.

Failure to attend an event or field trip (a “no-show”) will forfeit that member’s payment.

Attendees are to let the event coordinator know ASAP of the need to cancel a reservation so that someone on the waiting list can be informed.  If the event coordinators know far enough in advance, payment may be able to be refunded upon the cancellation (assuming the coordinator and SOCCO will not be charged for the reservation).

All field trip or group activity attendees should be punctual and strive to arrive early.  A family that arrives more than 9 minutes after the stated time risks losing entrance into the event and the group may proceed without them.

Upon arrival, members should proceed immediately to the event or field trip coordinator in order to sign in.  Members should not assume the coordinator knows they are there.

Parents and their children will follow the directives of the docent or authority in charge of an event.  If the event coordinators, SOCCO host (ess), or event authority asks a member to change behavior, they will do so graciously.  If anyone is asked a second time, the request would be for that family to leave the event and to graciously comply.

As a group of Christians interacting with the community, SOCCO is a witness to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Members behavior, obedience, order, and respect for others and property should be exemplary.

Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.  Proverbs 22:6
 Online Guidelines

Posting Guidelines

All postings on the SOCCO MyFamily.com website are to be kept in accordance with the purpose of our group.  The following guidelines are further elaborations specific to postings, though not completely exhaustive.

· Postings can be any offer of support on any subject that is helpful to Christian families doing private home education and honoring to our Lord Jesus Christ.

· If a subject matter in any post directs site-users to ideas or venues that are secular, controversial, or falls outside SOCCO’s purpose, the posting should alert readers to any possible conflict that may arise. (e.g. evolution-based venues, programs that are not exclusive to private home schooling, religious activities that are outside of our statement of faith, etc.)

· SOCCO members are in different places on their homeschool journey.  Encouraging Christ-centered, private home education and cultivating a safe place to receive mentoring in independent, Biblical home education should be the primary concern of all postings and responses to postings. 
Administrators and moderators retain the right to delete a post as deemed necessary.  Continual disregard for the posting guidelines and purpose of this group could result in banning, for the protection of our members, if necessary.  

All site users should remember these scriptural principles when posting.

· Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.       Ephesians 4:29

· Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.       Colossians 4:6

· Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.      1 Thessalonians 5:11

Opportunities to Serve
SOCCO’s leadership board consists of coordinators and advisors who have committed to lead SOCCO throughout the year.  We desire each member family to serve under one of these coordinators in the area that fits them best.  There are six areas from which you can choose to serve.  Volunteering for one of these committees will mean assisting the coordinator in planning and scheduling as needed during the year.  In the spirit of Acts 4:32 please have each family member prayerfully consider how he or she can best contribute to SOCCO with their God given talents, time, resources and gifts.  We understand that there are many choices of how your time can be spent so we appreciate you considering how you can help support SOCCO.  There is no offer to help that is too small and all volunteers are greatly appreciated.   

Following is a description of the six committees to choose from: 

Administrative Committee

This committee assists the administrative coordinator with inquiries, minor office work, budget duties, webpage work and connecting to outside resources such as HSLDA, CHEA and Family Protection Ministries as well as other groups that interact with SOCCO.

Mom’s Support Committee

This committee assists the mom’s support coordinator in scheduling monthly activities for moms (MTO’s) and assisting other mom’s in the group as they need support and guidance.

Park Days Committee

This committee assists the park days coordinator with scheduling park days throughout the year and planning each park day to include themes, sports, activities, and curriculum circles.

Field Trip Committee

This committee assists the field trip coordinator with planning regular field trips throughout the year that incorporates various areas of learning for multiple ages.

Service Opportunity Committee

This committee assists the service opportunity coordinator in planning service opportunities for the group throughout the year that encourage members to serve in multiple areas.

Activities Committee

This committee assists the activities coordinator in overseeing and facilitating the scheduling of various activities such as co-ops, yearbook club, nature walks and chess club.

Membership Form

Membership in SOCCO is from September 1, 2011 to August 31, 2012.  Please return pages 7-8 with a check or money order for $15.00 (made payable to Sofia Peterson) to:

SOCCO, c/o Laura Mehrley, 23290-1 Orange Ave, Lake Forest, CA 92630.

FAMILY INFORMATION

This information will be used for entry into the SOCCO private website.  Whichever parent is listed first will be entered into the website.  All information is confidential unless otherwise noted and is for SOCCO use only.  SOCCO does not sell or distribute our mailing/phone list for any purpose outside the group.  We ask that members do NOT use any SOCCO information for unsolicited business purposes.
Last Name: 
First: 
Spouse: 

Street Address: 
City, Zip: 


Home Phone: 
Cell Phone:

Email address: 
Church attending: 


I am a new member to SOCCO


I am continuing membership to SOCCO this year

CHILDREN INFORMATION

	Name
	Birthdate
	Grade Level for 2011-2012 (if applicable)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


HSLDA INFORMATION: 

SOCCO highly recommends membership to HSLDA.  Please check any that apply:


We are HSLDA members through SOCCO’s discount group.


We would like to join/transfer HSLDA membership to SOCCO’s discount group.

______We are members through HSLDA through another discount group.


Release of Liability

As a Christian group, we seek to follow the Biblical mandate that disallows bringing charges against Christian brothers in civil courts. (I Corinthians 6:1-8)  We also seek to be good stewards of the resources and blessings that the Lord has provided.  We have never had an instance of injury or damages being charged to the group.  Yet we believe it is best to be sure that all members understand our position prior to any mishaps.

We are a loosely organized not-for-profit group of Christian families.  The leadership is made up of those who have volunteered their time to organize activities for the group.  Participation in any event is strictly voluntary, with no member ever being required to attend any meeting or event.  Neither our group, nor its leaders, nor its members are liable for any injuries or damages, whether connected with a SOCCO event or not.

At every event, parents are responsible for their own children.  Children are never allowed to attend any function without a parent.  Occasionally a member will desire for his children to attend an activity with another adult.  This practice is discouraged, yet because we understand that occasionally the parent must remain home because of illness in the family, pregnancy, etc. and because of the family-like nature of our group, we do not desire to prohibit it under all circumstances.  In any case, no child is allowed to attend any event without being accompanied by and supervised by his own parent or in special cases, accompanied by and supervised by an adult member designated by that child’s parent to take complete responsibility for him.  We suggest that if you find it necessary to send your child to an event with another adult, it be one who is comfortable enough with your child to correct him if necessary.

Any special guests (grandparents, relatives, out-of-town friends, etc.) who accompany members to any event are under the sole responsibility of that member for behavior, damages, injuries, etc.

It is expected that any member or his children or guest who damages property or who causes injury, either willfully or through neglect will take personal responsibility for his actions.  However, our group will not be involved in any way in such situations.  Any person, whether member or not, who has such claim will be directed to discuss the offense individually with that party he believes to be responsible.  The outcome of such a problem is out of the realm of this group’s responsibility.  If the parties cannot handle such disputes individually, we will expect that they will follow the guidelines of Matthew 18 through their own churches and church leadership.

I/We, 
(print parent names) have read the above and agree to hold SOCCO harmless in the event of any damages or injuries to me, to my children, or to my property.  
We privately home educate our children and teach from a Biblical worldview.

	Father Signature
	Date



	Mother Signature
	Date




The signatures of both parents who are on the SOCCO application are required.
For SOCCO Use Only


Date Rec’d:____________


Signatures: ___________


Dues Rec’d: ___________


Check #: _____________


Fwrd to Treas: ________














I would like to volunteer on this committee:





Administrative Committee


Mom’s Support Committee


Park Days Committee


Field Trip Committee


Service Opportunity Committee


Activities Committee





(   I would be willing to serve as a  


      coordinator of a committee.





I have reviewed and agree with the:   (please initial for each)





____ Statement of Faith


____ Pronouncement on Independent 


        Home Education


____ Guidelines for Group Activities & 


        Field Trips


____ Online Guidelines


____ Opportunities to Serve
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